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One of the problems of living in a struggling church is that it gets into your head.  You start to believe that the church (or at least our church) is struggling everywhere. You see only the struggles and not the celebrations.  The cup is always half empty.

But doesn't have to be this way.  There are many places in the world where the church is growing significantly, and there are even churches in our diocese which are growing.  Times change, the pendulum swings, and the tide brings in new life.  How and why is sometimes hard to say.  But the trick is to be aware that it is happening.

Tickle's account of the "emergent" church in North America, is an attempt to chronicle a new phase of the church's life.  For those who have not been keeping up with the latest trends in Christendom, "emergent" is the current label for innovative churches which are responding in a wide variety of ways to the culture around us. Tickle takes us through the long history of the church to show that there have been a number of major changes in contemporary culture which the church as both been part of and has responded to.  

Tickle's argument is that these major changes happen roughly every 500 years.  The fall of the Roman empire, the Great Schism, and the Reformation are the previous transitions.  What we are living through is comparable to those milestones.  Tickle takes us through the events of those times, and lays out the argument for these times to be of similar significance.  Then she suggests a vision for the way forward as she sees it.  She writes well, as you'd expect from the Religion editor of Publishers Weekly.  This is not an academic account, but an accessible one, written for the interested churchgoer. 

This account  is highly commended by members of the emergent church networks.  That doesn't mean that everyone would agree with everything she says.  But that it is a great introduction to what many believe is the most significant development in the church since....well, the Reformation.

The best thing about it, and the reason I am commending it to you now, is that this is a great Easter book.  This book will give you hope that decline is not the inevitable fate of the ACC.  We may be struggling, but this is the struggle of new birth.  There are places where the new birth is being seen, where the mission of the church is being filled with the wind of the Spirit.  We cannot know why here and not there, but we can rejoice that we are a part of a living and resurrected body of Christ.

Alleluia, Christ is Risen

