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Global Christianity, not just Anglicanism, seems to be at a crisis point.  Some would describe this as a new reformation, in parallel with the new era which our society seems to be entering.  The era is often described as Post modernity, a name which implies we do not yet know what the era will bring.  There is no accepted attempt yet at a name for the new reformation.  Yet some of the points of division from the old ways are clear, and chief among them is the rise in significance of the Global south, and Africa in particular.  It is this which makes Jenkins book so worthwhile our reading.

Jenkins is following up on a previous book ("The next Christendom", 2002) with an attempt to describe the ways in which the new theologies and features of Christianity in the south mark departures from the Christianity which the European nations exported to south as part of their Empires in the l8th and 19th Centuries.  Jenkins is well qualified to do this work as he is a professor of History and Religious studies at Penn. State Uni.  His work is measured and not over dramatized.  However it does not read as a dry textbook, rather as a compelling account of  the emerging differences (although it could do with a few pictures).  

The book is well organized into issues - Fundamentalism vs liberalism, Old and new, good and evil, women and men.  Each section expands on the central theme of the book and show the global south discovering a  theological voice, or voices.  The central theme is shown by the subtitle of the book - how the bible is being used in different cultures to give different theologies.  Jenkins is able to deal with liberation theology, as well as health and wealth theologies.  The scope of the book includes Asia, and south America as well as Africa. 

Whilst Jenkins obviously comes from a liberal tradition, he is after all a distinguished professor, he does justice to his sources, and allows their criticisms of western theologies and churches to be heard.  The values of this book is that we are able to see the value in what the global south is doing, and we are more able to see ourselves as they see us.  In other words we get to walk in their (many) shoes.  As the rift in the Anglican church develops, this is an invaluable gift to us. 

Every writing has its weaknesses.  For me there was something missing from the 'Big Picture' which Jenkins is considering.  His premise is essential that of a theological conflict between liberal, western values, and conservative, southern values.  He is able to draw in liberation theology, but then dismisses it as primarily a product of the west. He does nuance his argument by talking about the conservative movements in the west.  But he ends with gloomy, and justifiable, predictions of  multiple schisms following the North-South, liberal-conservative divide.  All of this leaves me puzzled, because I see a Church which is moving beyond the simple polarizations, into the 'postmodern' era.  Jenkins arguments seem rooted in the era of modernity, clustered around dated reactions to outmoded understandings of science.  Culture has moved on, both in the North and South.  Jenkins describes very well some aspects of the struggles of the emerging church, but there are other aspects which miss him completely.

