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'The Prophet' is a series of reflection on life first published in 1926.  Its author was a from a Lebanese Marionite Christian family, but had been living in New York for many years when this was written.  There may well be some autobiographical elements in the context Gibran introduces into the book.  The book takes the form of a sequence of 26 addresses from a prophet to the people with whom he has been living, as he prepares to leave.  

Each address is on a different theme, from Love to Laws, Work to Teaching. Each is beautiful and powerful.  They would make a good basis for Lenten meditations.  However these are not explicitly Christian, not are they anti-Christian.  In this is some of their beauty and their power.  They come from a land where religious divisions run deep, but these addresses could be read by those of any religion or none with equal value.  Of course Gibran has a Christian background, so he is comfortable with Christian imagery, as you will see, but that imagery is imprinted in western culture and available to all of us.

The first address starts with these words

Then said Almitra, "Speak to us of Love." 

And he raised his head and looked upon the people, and there fell a stillness upon them. And with a great voice he said:  

When love beckons to you follow him, 

Though his ways are hard and steep. 

And when his wings enfold you yield to him, 

Though the sword hidden among his pinions may wound you. 

And when he speaks to you believe in him, 

Though his voice may shatter your dreams as the north wind lays waste the garden. 

For even as love crowns you so shall he crucify you. Even as he is for your growth so is he for your pruning.

Why is this in my Good books?  Firstly because of the beauty of the language and the depth and simplicity with which Gibran explores his themes. This is certainly accomplished poetry and I believe it is prophecy.  The astounding thing about this book is the wide range of those it has affected.  I have two copies, one given me by my Mum, who has never been a member of any faith, the other from by best schoolfriend, who was a communist.  This book has been in print ever since it was written, it has been taken up afresh by people from every generation. The literary approach of the book makes it accessible to anyone, because it does not tell you that you have to accept this.  It presents itself as just a story.  The nearest biblical book would be the book of Job, which packages reflections on suffering and religion into a story about a man whom God allows to suffer.

I'll end with a line from Gibran's reflection on work

Work is love made visible

